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3 And [ said to my master, 'Perhaps the woman will not follow me?’ 9 He replied to me,

' 5 And she said to the slave, “Who is
HasHEM, before Whom I have walked, will send His angel with you and make your journey

that man walking in the field toward

successful, and you will take a wife for my son from my family and my father’s house. ' Then us?”

will you be absolved from my oath when you have come to my family; and if they will not give And the slave said, “He is my master.”

h‘ao you, then, you shall be absolved from my oath.' She fhen took the veil and she covered her-
‘I came today to the spring and said, ‘HasHEM, God of my master Abraham, if You would self{¢sJThe slave told Isaac all ‘h’f H;:"g? I:e

graciously make successful the way on which I go. * Behold, | am standing by the spring of had done. & And Isaac brought her inlo

i ther; he married
water; lel it be that the young woman who comes out to draw and to whom [ shall say, “Please _ the ten; Sareh [os moli .

give me some water to drink from your jug, " * and who will answer, “You may also drink and
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~—\ UR SAGES TELL US that Eliezer, the servant of Avraham Avinu,
arrived in Charan on the very day he set out. He experienced

, o 3 1) 290K 1 1B PR 1 I
, kefitzas haderech, a miraculous ‘shortening of the way. Kefitzas (7Z)BYDP3 T3 b MTREA Tobo ) 945 3 6N O

haderech is not commonplace. HaKadosh Baruch Hu only brings it 99y DL NBRID PIDDT WD prp TN NYDR Y 19 370w w1 WYEY T2 By
about when there is good reason. Eliezer understood the significance TR NEDp YY MY RYR MM 900 MWV KWW IRORT A0S WX 72 DK A
of such a speedy journey and he proceeded to entreat Hashem for KLIRAW 0N 00N WIT MAT AR T3 pwsm TR 7 Epn 17apn v
vet more Providence immediately upon arriving at the well. “Sum- P7pDI TR 13 ,A73pR 7Y P X BYWY) 03 mwyin mMYeR Yow ¥IT1 ORI
mon, please, before me this day...” The Brisker Rav notes that Eliezer WeERw 22 P98 MO T by noyy ®bw An Pab m¥Ya KW MWW OwYn 73
was not simply asking that Hashem should reveal to him Yitzchak
Avinu’s intended bride during the course of the day. The possuk notes 5Y B10BY W /7T XM 7AW XN NBRA K97 WY KW DUYD ANUW AR
that Eliezer only arrived at the well, “Naxwi NRS ny’? 37 ny? - At YAnm T DOSKRH DRI AR TRYNY DyD YRWE YT WIKP0 PRI X1 DRI
evening time, at the time the girls go out to draw [water]” (Bereishis Tn ToRW PR van t9 MY MY K@Y 1nons 23m Yy vish Y Tevnn
24:11). Eliezer was asking that Hashem make Yitzchak Avinu’s bride MPYRY MOB BT WY N7 MR [N JUW TN a0 ®ox 7 nww mapne
known within minutes!, | WO AN WXV MUY KW 70 17 MR R R5W TITHN W2 MR DMK 1Ay
" Indeed, one of the most remarkable aspects of the story of Eliezer :‘ DUR DRD N M T

and his search for Rivka Imeinu is the speed at which events un- ¢
fold. “NX3? Mpa7 MM 7272 NP2 O R AN - And it was, before he
finished speaking; and behold! Rivka comes out...” (verse 15). “T ™M

1S

anRAPY 12U - And the servant [Eliezer] ran toward her...” (verse L) '[7
17). “172 7IM M - And she hurried and brought down her jug...” ) A1a7M ey el nl_" o =
(verse 18). “IX®Y TN YR MY M NPA 9K 7173 WM WM - And she - o
hurried and poured her jug into the trough, and ran again to the well, onpdy ap PSP LBV DTIT
to draw [more water]...” (verse 20). “TIR "% 7am 7Y YN - And opEy uph Op3Y 35 SnEdd fr5r0d advaa
the girl ran and told her mothers family...” (verse 28). “2X 135 yn b6 podpe 13 oD pronhan pob bl

PYR PR 00 WR ~ And Lavan ran to the man outside, to the well...”
(verse 29). “*127 "N127 DX 7Y YK K2 K" 2287 1I0Y 0w - And food
was placed before [Eliezer|, but he said, ‘I cannot eat until I have spoken
my piece!” (verse 33)
—p» [he morning after the engagement was finalized, a debate ensued

between Eliezer and Rivka’s family. He requested permission to leave

with Rivka, and return forthwith to Beler Sheva. Rivka’s family sought
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to detain her a while longer and said, “Mwy 18 £ UNR 7Iv3I0 2wn 37 p7ogm) 38 0331 Db DOES SHwDN

720 NR - Let the young girl stay with us a year or ten [months], then 1o ap3ED 2 (ot 277 b7Ep AP

she shall go” To which, Eliezer replied, “>377 %31 M "N 118N 8 s otwdbp b 53 ppy dp v B
IR MPRY NNPW - Do not delay me, for Hashern has made my mission pYD) BB DDWED o Punhid 39\5554
successful; send me off, and I shall go to my master” (verse 56). In a 1°p) OMPD D390 WHHIE M2 D1%hh po
final attempt to delay their departure, they said, “nx 778z 77917 X121 DOIEE (hvpEp Bapn nzdo ppboa ;hm "o

W'D - We shall summon the girl and ask her directly” (verse 57). Rivka obm 2300 I ohomd P PPy
answered them unequivocally, “128 - I will go.” now. With this, they Spend wsy pbdnd dove prbd minw
packed her belongings and immediately sent her on her way. The sheer % 1;355 w3 nhhh oonsh pape ;Dh
momentum of this parshah bears examination.
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\’;\Rivka and Lavan

_ Lavan was a totally wicked individual. He was an avowed idol worship-
per and was also a master of deception. The possukim reveal that not

only did Lavan switfh Rachel for Leah under Yaakov Avinu’s wedding B

canopy, but that he changed the terms of Yaakov's hire one hundred

times in six years. Undoubtedly, he learned his cunning and devi- 0 ~ Here, you are my brother yet you serve me without pay” (Be-

aus behavior from his father, Besuel. Indeed, Besuel did not live to reishis 29:15). There is a ring to these words. Even when he admitted

see Rivka off because he unwittingly ate the poison he had placed in defeat to Yaakov Avinu in parshas Vayeitzei, his choice of words was
“Eliezer’s dish. It is astonishing to think that Rivka Imeinu, surroundedy nothing but poetic: ‘Y77 WK 1137 X OV 2K AWYN M3 "ma - And

as she was by such evil people, not only remained uninfluenced, but) . to my daughters, what can I do for them this day, and to their sons

developed the exemplary character that made her worthy of marryﬁ{ whom they have borne?” (Bereishis 31:43). The beauty of Lavan's words

ing Yitzchak Avinul rd is recognized by Chazal. Every Jewish bride is blessed by her groom
=¥ Lavan hid his wickedness behind a veil of refinement. He presented and family, “YRIW W DX YT WM 72371 09K? 0 0K - You are to )

become myriads, and your seed shall inherit the gates of their enemies")
(24:60), These are none other than Lavan’s flowing, evocative words
to Rivka as she departed with Eliezer! Lavan’s outer refinement is so

himself to the world as the consummate gentleman. His manners, his
appearance and his speech were refined and sophisticated. Lavan’s
charm, wit, and eloquence are highlighted frequently in the parshah.
Whenever Lavan spealks, his words are like the sweetest music, his
thoughts expressed perfectly and appropriately. “*IN7231 ANK *NX "2

deceptive, completely inconsistent with his corrupt nature. |




1

"Upon deeper reflection, Lavan's two-faced refinement was precisely
he reason why Rivka remained unaffected by his wickedness. Rivka

o=

" was a young girl, either three or fourteen according to the Midrashim,

when Eliezer took her to Yitzchak Avinu. Children of that age are
naturally influenced by appearances. Rivka saw Lavan’s refined and
highly respectable surface, and with the natural trust of childhood,
she took this to be her brother’s true personality. Lavan ran to'greet a
guest, and he personally prepared lodgings for a perfect stranger. Out-
wardly, he was a man of kindness, refined and charismatic. A child’s
mind tends not to dig below the surface to find ulterior motives. Thus,
Rivka’s neshamah, naturally attuned to the loftier ideals of chessed
and charity, absorbed all the outer expressions of Lavan's fine behavior

and incorporated them into herself, whilst missing the deeper, more
unsavory aspects of her brother’s character. Indeed the depth of his
own cunning effectively shiclded his sister from his corruption. The
poetic speech and behavior she learned from Lavan expressed itself
when she responded to Eliezer’s request for a drink, 178 nnw - Drink

my master” (Bereishis 24:18), and when she met Yitzchak Avinu for J

the first time: “UNKIP? 77TWA TN AR WRT W - What man is this
who walks in the field to meet us?” (verse 65) She had inherited her

ner essence and outer persona that was at the root of the evil within)

/
Kfamily’s gift for words, yet was free of the contradictions between in-

ther family.

\5 Even wicked people want their children to follow in their fdotsteps.

With the death of Besuel, Lavan became Rivka’s guardian, and he
wanted time to educate her in the family’s tradition of deceit. But now

Eliezer had come to take the pure and innocent Rivka away. Faced
with the imminent loss of influence over his younger sister, Lavan
had no choice but to try and delay the now inevitable shidduch. “Let
her remain with us a year or ten months,” he said, Lavan hoped to buy
the extra time he needed to shape Rivka’s personality to be like his
own. She had clearly developed her outer personality to a high de-
gree; all that Lavan needed to do was to introduce her to his cunning
and wicked arts of deggption, lies and impurity. Eliezer thus refused
Lavan’s request and said, “Do not delay me, for Hashem has made my
mission a success...” Eliezer realized the vital importance of conclud-

ing the betrothal with thé utmost speed. His miraculously shortened

‘ @iourney to Charan impressed upon him the importance of concluding

\@

his business there in similar haste. He understood that he had arrived
at the most auspicious and vital moment. As Lavan spoke, Eliezer saw

the great folly in leaving Rivka in such a place for one moment longer.
Hayom - Now was the moment to take Rivka. She had reached the
peak of what was possible for her to achieve there, and could only be
corrupted by staying there any loﬁg&\_

The Influence of One’s Surroundings
(A very important lesson can be learned from these events. A person

_’§hould never tolerate a negative influence for even a single moment.

Y

To this end, he must not tarry in a place where he will encounter
temptations or tests of charactef.rlt is common for a person to think
to himself that he his stronger than others, or that he is not as easily
tempted. He must tell himself that his inclination is deceiving him; it

is simply an illusion. Certainly, different people have vastly contrast-\
" )

ing levels of faith and self-control, but there is a point at which the
strongest of individuals will be drawn after the yetzer hara.

Indeed, it is not enough to es‘cape from an evil influence. Just as
Rivka Imeinu left her idolatrous home to join the family of Avraham
Avinu, every individual must run to a positive environment. We must
always seek to surround ourselves with people and influences that
reflect dedication to HaKadosh Baruch Hu and His Torah. Eliezer

\

knew this well. “Do not d;zla_y me, for Hashem has made my mission a
success.” If a person wants siyata d'Shemaya for Hashem to make his
path in life successful, he must say, “Do not delay me” to the negative
forces in his life, and run to all that is truly goed. |

In no small measure, this is the importance of maintaining a strong
connection with the yeshiva of one’s youth. While in yeshiva, sur-
rounded by an army of Jews seeking first and foremost to understand

and practice Hashem's desire, a young man is naturally repelled by
people who engage in deceit and thievery. Once a person becomes

A_/desensitized, financial dishonesty is very hard to remove. Even Lavan,
who cleared the house of idols in a moment’s notice for Eliezer, “Come
blessed is Hashem, I have cleared the house,’ never for even a second
divested himself of dishonesty, which was his hallmark. “You have
switched my earnings one hundred times” By maintaining a steady
time of study in the yeshiva, a person strengthens his resistance to
the negative pull of the outside world.

‘%l'he Way Back

"Though the journey to Charan was miraculously shortened, the return
journey was of regular duration. Eliezer needed the miracle on the way
there to literally rescue Rivka from her previous home, at precisely
the optimum moment in her development. On the way back, however,

A there was no reason for such haste. Honest spiritual achievement,
in this case entering the holy household of Avraham Avinu, must
always come with effort. Here, delays and challenges must be faced
and overcome instead of avoided. For this reason, Eliezer and Rivka
were not granted kefitzas haderech on their return. )
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g Ithough Lavan had already agreed to the shidduch, and he merely wanted /AN2°5n1" "W 070w NNR NN YR D271 TINOER AR
is sister to stay with them for a little longer (“Let the maiden stay with us AR WYY AT KINW 2WN1 M0 TR D37 9P TPIOR 979N0w 1170

a year or ten months; afterwards she will go.. ), Eliezer would still not hear of . nwynn NMwY RIn a9mn YW annw 1m "l‘;bn 03T
git. The Chazon Ish and the Steipler both said that when it comes to shidduchim,

we may not delay. If someone suggests an idea for a shidduch, one must look

| ? i 2
into it immediately, because now may be an _eis ratzoy (an auspicious time). X2 .n7Wen NX NYIPY KIn K N 109 Y90NR DR TR

He must make the most of it because one c;'r}r';ul know what the future will S90nnY PRI OWIYA YT Y WY1 WpaY Y DRI n
bring, and it may become more difficult to obtain an appropriate shidduch in 370 YW WYn KA 090NN ROR ATD Do
the future. Eliezer felt that now that Rivkah had consented, he could not risk

any delays.
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x\fhat aspect of Eliezer’s speech was so beautiful to Hashem? And why does Rashi T PR DTN 02 mexia) 20 By TN BaT pps uwm
cite the midrash now, when Eliezer is already well into his speech to Rivkah's family, \0RTxD 2p 2951w PR DTRIY" DNINW "7 R SANINAT
gather than when Eliezer began to speak to them? AWTMNA PR 0991 ARTRI PRMIRD NTIAYD DY NTW 13T

Perhaps what is considered so beautiful is that Eliezer was well into his narrative / 4919171 n9p?Y ANTRO NTI2Y KO9R ,NNATRN NT1AY 02wWn apr
before he mentioned that he had “arrived at the well.” Eliezer first spoke at length (

about his master Avraham and about the oath he had taken, not mentioning his
miraculous 7771 ny’pp. Moreover, although this miracle is alluded to in the words;
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“I came this day to the well,” it is never explicitly spelled out. Hashem was pleased AATRD 99 MrTmRa aTayn Ko A7ON X0 T 3730 AT
that Eliezer did not boast and concealed that he was of such high stature that he KW 1211 YT ATWA PR NPT T CROPNA DR ORI W
‘merited this miracle. Humility is the most Beautiful of all qualities, and it was X0 DMWaN 9P 970Nn0 DTN 1NN RYR ,NNTRD DR T390 N
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shul or the beis medrash, one should not fee] that they are disconnected
from their avedas Hashem.

Being aware of the countless opportunities to do mitzvos and taking
advantage of them by having kavanah for each one, a person will always
stay connected to Hashem, the Source of all blessing — even while busy
with work or errands. A person who always has kavanah before doing
mitzvos will continually increase their awareness of Hashem and con-
nection to Him.

As an example, a man who owns a bakery can prepare bread solely as a
means to earn money. If, however, he chooses to have kavanah and think

ahout the great chessed that he is doing by supplying bread to Hashem's
children, then he will be fulfilling mitzvos all day long and thereby earn
a great reward in the World to Come. But if all he thinks about is the
money, he will sadly forfeit these mitzvos.

The same is true for a doctor with his patients and a grocer with his
customers. Indeed, it is true for every profession. By adding kavanah to
the actions that they are already doing, people can merit hundreds or
even thousands of mitzvos every day. And this is in addition to the money
that they earn; they will earn money and accumulate a vast amount of
mitzvos. In this way, they will bring Hashem into their workplaces, forge
a bond with Him and live with Him in their daily lives, in all places and
atall times.

And all this begins with having the following simple and clear inten-
tion before doing any mitzvah: “I am doing this mitzvah owa my 16D
-— as Hashem commanded.”

HASHEM DESIRES THE HEART

Chazal teach us, “Ruchmana libba ba'ei — Hashem desires the

39
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heart."* This means that what Hashem wants most from a person is

the person themselves, not just their physical actions. The heartfelt
igtent and emotions which accompany a mitzvah are thus the main

38, Sanhedrin 106b. HaGagcn Rav Avigdor Miller ztz”/ would always explain that the word
Jev means the mind, where we think our thoughts, See Ramban, Devarim 6:5. Similarly,
mmeanmg that he thought in his
mind. Rav Miller thus explained that the title of the sefer Choves Halevavos should be
franslated as “Duties of the Mind.”
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HASHEM CREATED THE entire world because He “desired to T mImowa ’pYT N mwab omnan
dwell with His creations in the lower worlds” (Bamidbar RO¥Y M1 XIIRY DMIARY MR nrww
Rabba 13:6). Hashem derives pleasure in His world when His (:70p ®PT) WITPR A X297 D 7Y 03
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glory is revealed in the physical world, when human beings
acknowledge His existence and serve Him in the world of
‘concealment, where His truth is hidden (Tanya, Likutei Ama-
rim 36). This is life in Eretz Yisrael. Here, the practical world
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is part of our Divine service. We live in Hashem’s land and
our entire lives are for His honor. We are always connected
Lo Him, even in the physical aspects of life. dg
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wasn't his return trip similarly accelerated?

To answer this question, let us consider the circumstances of
Yitzchak’s first meeting with his future wife. He had just gone out to prav ;
i the field, and we may presume that his prayers were directed toward W71 'ADR NOW'N AW 1931, M NIyw AT Py DA )3 v nTIm by
the success of Eliezer's mission to find him a suitable mate. Now. it is MIRIND D AWR RUNA 535 1DV D IVIWDD DRI T
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the “pleasure” of hearing Yitzchak's prayers. The link between praver ; '

. amrd shidduchim is clearly demonstrated in our pasuk; immediately after [
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his prayer, Yitzchak raised his eyes to behold Rivkah (Chasam Sofer 95
TV ).
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